
 
 

Member Update – January 2020  
 

Message from our 

Chair 

 

Welcome to the first edition of our Association newsletter. There’s a lot 

coming up in 2020 above and beyond our normal activities. We shall 

continue to have our members’ meetings but shall publish newsletters to 

keep you up to speed with local and national developments. 

 

You should already be aware of the Inspiring Generations strategy for 

Cricket which will be implemented over the 5-years period 2020 - 2024. 

The County Cricket Clubs and Boards across the country are responsible 

for developing objectives and plans to achieve the strategic objectives. 

As part of this, we shall be working much more closely with the 

Warwickshire Cricket Board from now on. I make reference to key 

objectives in my report for the AGM and the overall Inspiring 

Generations document can be found on our  website – click on the 

following link: Inspiring Generations. 

 

I hope to see you all at the AGM on Tuesday 

 

David Bird  

 

Upcoming Dates  

 

 

 

AGM – to be held at Moseley Cricket Club on Tuesday 14th January. 

Refreshments will be available from 6.45pm and the meeting will 

commence promptly at 7.30pm 

 

Member meetings:  

February: 11 February  

March: 24 March  

June: 2 June  

July: 6 July  

September: 8th September  

October: 13 October  

November: 17 November  

 

Who’s the Umpire 

(WTU)  

It’s that time of year to ensure you are registered for appointments from 

our association.  

 

As an umpire if you wish to be considered for county appointments 

(excluding Saturday league cricket) you will need to ensure you are 

registered with upto date availability on WTU  

 

For us to accept your registration on WTU you require 3 things:  

• Membership of the association for 2020  

• ECB ACO membership – this ensures you are insured  

• An upto date cricket DBS  

 

https://wcaco.org.uk/information/appointments-wtu/ 

Should you require any help in accessing WtU please contact: 

sue.redfern@ecb.co.uk  

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/ysqpCk5p3fB5wJf2Ix1X?domain=wcaco.org.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/ysqpCk5p3fB5wJf2Ix1X?domain=wcaco.org.uk
https://wcaco.org.uk/information/appointments-wtu/
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You are the umpire! 

Monthly Teaser  

Apart from foot fault no balls, can you identify all the other 

circumstances when either umpire would be justified in calling a no ball 

on the field of play?   

 

You should be able to get to 12 such circumstances. 

 

Answers next time 😊  

 

Member Profile  

 

 

As part of a regular feature we will do a short Q&A session with a 

member of the association. If you want to feature or you want to 

promote something of interest here – please contact 

sue.redfern@ecb.co.uk. This newsletter will only work if you add to it as 

members! – thank you  

 

Alex Holowczak is this month’s feature member – Alex is our current 

Secretary  

 

Why did you get into umpiring? 

In my job, I spend a lot of time inside during the winter. As a fan of 

cricket, I decided it would be good to have a hobby that meant I could 

be outside in summer! 

Favourite parts of being an umpire? 

The fact that it's a mental distraction from chess, which is my job and 

main activity. 

If you could change one law which would it be and why? 

I think the Laws of Cricket are fine. However, the playing conditions of a 

lot of competitions leave a lot to be desired! The most disappointing set 

of playing conditions were the conditions for the Women's County 

Championship. I was lucky enough to be appointed to one of these 

games last year. It is played as a limited overs game, but in 2019 they 

seemed to be playing to the conditions that resembled the conditions 

for limited overs international cricket from about 15 years ago. Rightly or 

wrongly, it felt as if the administrators thought the competition wasn't 

important enough to bother updating them, which given the ECB's 

stated objectives to improve women's cricket, seemed to send all of the 

wrong signals. Is there any reason why they couldn't play to the modern 

limited overs regulations? 

Where do you umpire? 

Warwickshire League, plus other games WCACO offer! My other 

commitments prevent me from umpiring at a higher level of league 

cricket, because I cannot commit to the requisite number of games. 

What else do you do outside of umpiring? 

I work coaching chess in several schools at lunchtime and after school 

clubs in the Birmingham area. Warwickshire Cricket has a different 

coach at every age group, and all sorts of other money to fund 

development programmes. Warwickshire chess has one coach and one 

administrator (me) for all its age groups, which is all done on an entirely 

self-funded basis. Oh for a fraction of the financial and human resources 

cricket has at its disposal! Even so, we've become the most successful 

county north of London in the last few years, which I'm proud of. 

 

I do quite a bit of administrative work for the English Chess Federation 

and 4NCL (the British Chess League) and I am Secretary of the 

Qualification Commission for FIDE, the World Chess Federation. That is 

the Commission responsible for awarding of player ratings and player 

titles; Grandmaster being the one a casual audience will most likely be 

familiar with. 
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Unlike cricket where umpires are of equal standing, chess arbiters are 

appointed in a hierarchy, so the Chief Arbiter is the most important 

arbiter in the team. The most prestigious tournament I have been Chief 

Arbiter of was in the Isle of Man in October, which was a qualifier for the 

Candidates Tournament; the winner of which plays in the World 

Championship match. The reigning World Champion was playing it, and 

it was the strongest tournament in terms of player ratings of its type of 

all-time. I was hoping for a nice quiet tournament, but alas I had a 

"history call" to make, which generated a lot of comment: 

https://www.chess.com/news/view/2019-fide-chess-com-grand-swiss-

round-8  

 

So all in all, chess keeps me very busy! 

 

Scorers Update  Scorer’s training 2020: all courses are at Edgbaston county ground 

unless notified otherwise. To book on a course go 

to www.ecb.co.uk and select the tab marked ‘Be Involved’. You will find 

an option of ‘Scorers Count’ and can search for the courses listed below 

or others around the country. 
  

Saturday January 25th – two half-day modules on Duckworth-Lewis-Stern 

(DLS) and Linear Scoring. Attend one or both and receive a certificate 

of attendance. The DLS module is designed to explain the Duckworth 

Lewis Stern (DLS) method of setting a revised target when there has 

been a suspension in play in a one-day match. It looks at the brief 

history of DLS and considers the difference between DLS formats. It 

includes practical sessions for both DLS Professional (computer program) 

and DLS Standard (manual calculations). Scorers attending this module 

will need to bring their own laptop but the DLS professional software will 

be provided on the day. 

The Linear Module covers how to score this paper-based method of 

scoring and how to use it as a back-up alongside electronic scoring 

methods. It teaches existing scorers how to complete a linear 

scoresheet, which is an alternative layout of paper scoresheet to the 

conventional box style scoring record. The course contains a large 

practical element of scoring a recorded match, after spending time 

getting familiar with the new layout of scoresheet. Linear scoresheets 

make a good back-up system when scoring electronically. 

Saturday February 8th & 22nd – Club Scorer Course. Club Scorer is the 

course for anyone wanting to score on a regular basis and is the only 

one to comprehensively teach you how to score. This course is suitable 

for complete beginners and existing scorers who want to improve their 

skills. On completion of the course you’ll receive an ECB ACO club 

scorer attendance certificate. If you join the ACO you can then go on 

to become accredited at Scorer’s level 1 by having a Professional 

Discussion. 
  
Saturday February 1st – Professional Discussions – times are available 

throughout the day for scorers wanting to become accredited at either 

SL1, SL2, or SL3. Scorer’s Level 1 is open to any member of ECB ACO. This 

award is attained by scoring a minimum of 10 matches and getting 

some colleague feedback to go in your scoring portfolio. When you’re 

ready, bring your portfolio for professional discussion with an ECB ACO 

scorer assessor. Successful candidates will be issued with an ECB ACO 

Level 1 scorer’s certificate. 
To be accredited at SL2 you will need more supporting evidence. You 

do not have to have done SL1 as SL2 can be based on experience. For 

https://www.chess.com/news/view/2019-fide-chess-com-grand-swiss-round-8
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SL3, you must have attended the Level 3 course and the DLS and Linear 

Scoring modules. Times can be booked by emailing Heather Vernon 

on scorer.aco@ecb.co.uk 
  

Saturday March 14th – Electronic Scoring Module - This module teaches 

existing scorers how to use the ECB Play-Cricket Scorer PRO scoring software 

package. To attend this module, you will need to bring your own laptop 

with Scorer PRO pre-installed. The course is a hands-on practical workshop 

covering setting up and scoring a match, editing entries, printing, 

importing/exporting and uploading results to the Play-Cricket website. 

 

As scorers, we can feel rather isolated, particularly if we find ourselves 

scoring alone, and so being a member of the Association of Cricket 

officials (ACO) can be a good way of linking up with other scorers. 

Membership also offers insurance - that covers scorers from home to 

match and back again rather than club insurance which is often only 

when ‘on site’. The ACO can be seen as being umpire-heavy so we’re 

hoping to arrange more events for scorers and there is also a closed 

Facebook group that covers scorers in the West Midlands, called WeMS, 

which you can join and there will be a get-together at the end of 

February. As 2020 is looking like a big year again, with the launch of the 

‘100’, the changes to the women’s game, the People’s Cup, and 

Dynamo Cricket (for 8-11year olds). There will also be the launch of the 

ECB Officiating Strategy covering the next five years, during which we 

hope to recruit 30,000 new scorers across the country. That might seem 

daunting but if we look at it at a club level we can achieve it by 

recruiting one scorer per club per year! 

 

Heather Vernon  

 

Education Update  We have extended the number of Stage 1 and Stage 2 umpire 

education courses available this winter and have had a very good 

response with over 45 people on track to take part in initial umpire 

education and as a result there are some encouraging numbers in terms 

of those who want to take up umpiring as a panel or club umpire in 

local leagues. Our training base at the Newdigate Club in Bedworth has 

been much improved in terms of presenting a good environment for 

course delivery and course numbers there have increased significantly 

on the last couple of years. 

 

Stage 3 courses due to be delivered in March & April at two locations in 

the West Midlands Region have proved to be very popular again with 

good participation from Warwickshire members with the  courses now 

almost full. 

 

ECB ACO has also recently launched some additional short education 

modules which we will look to share with you at future monthly 

meetings. Topics include communication skills and handling player 

conflict.  

 

David Johnson  

 

Remember to visit our new website for more information: https://wcaco.org.uk/ 

  

Did you know we are now on Twitter – join us: @WarwickshireACO 
 

Not a twitter fan but like Facebook? Find us and contribute here – Warwickshire_ACO 
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